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AMERICA'S  TROUBADOUR 
CARL  SANDBURG 


Carl  Sandburg  to  appear  at 
F.  T.  C.  April  27,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the   Gaveleer  Society. 

— Editor's  note 

Among  the  best  known  and 
universally  admired  literary  fig- 
ures on  the  lecture  platform  is 
Carl  Sandburg.  America's  "most 
truly  native  poet".  Like  the 
troubadours  of  old,  Mr.  Sand- 
burg has  travelled  about  the 
country  for  many  years,  reading 
his  poems,  singing  folk  songs 
and   collecting    ballads. 

Carl  Sandburg  is  the  master 
interpreter  of  his  own  verse,  in 
recitation  or  in  song.  As  William 
B.  Owen  of  the  Chicago  Teachers 
says,  "Carl  Sandburg's  Voice 
should  be  perpetuated  on  records, 
for  like  the  voice  of  Tennyson  it 
is  an  unforgetable  part  of  his 
poems". 

Born  of  Swedish  parents  in 
Galesburg,  Illinois,  in  1878,  Mr. 
Sandburg  received  little  schooling 
as  a  child.  He  worked  at  various 
trades,  such  as  porter  in  a  barber 
shop,  driver  of  a  milk  wagon, 
scene-shifter  in  a  theatre  and 
truck    operator    at    a    brick    kiln. 

(Continued    On    Fage    Two) 


Baseball  Prospects  Look 

Good  For  This  Season 


TO  LITERARY  SOCIETIES 


Edwin  Arlington  Robinson  was 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Donald  Ly tie's 
lecture  before  the  Xanadu  Liter- 
ary Society  of  Boston,  April  1, 
1937.  Introduced  as  a  sincere  stu- 
dent of  current  writings,  our  ed- 
itor approached  Robinson  with 
the  clear  intent  of  revealing  the 
"poet  as  artist"  to  his  audience.  He 
analyzed  with  discernment  the 
poet's  unique  understanding  of 
and    sympathy    with    human    na- 

CContinued  On  Page  Three . 


THE  WEEK'S  SCHEDULE 

MONDAY 
11:05— Glee   Club  Meeting 
12:30— Typo  Club  Meeting 
12:30— Day  Girls'  Council  Meeting 
3:00— W.  A.  A.  Meeting 
TUESDAY 
1 1 :  05 — Assembly — Faculty   Play 
4:00 — Girls   volleyball  Practice 

THURSDAY 
1 1 :05 — Assembly — Gaveleer    Pro- 
gram 
3:00— Girls  Volleyball  Practice 
FRIDAY 
12:00— The  Stick  is  out. 


JUNIORS  VICTORIOUS 

IN  GIRLS  VOLLEYBALL 


The  last  class  game  was  held 
on  Tuesday  afternoon  in  the  gym 
to  determine  the  class  volley- 
ball championship.  The  Junior 
class  team  was  victorious.  The 
score  was   15 — 5   and   15 — 3. 

On  Thursday,  April  8,  Orange, 
Elack,  and  White  practice  was 
held  from  three  to  five  o'clock 
in  the  gym.  The  inter-color  games 
will  begin  on  Tuesday.  The  first 
game  will  be  between  White  I  and 
Black  I,  and  Black  II  and  Orange 
II. 


THE  MIKADO 

The  Son-of-Heaven  chose  a 
royal  year  for  his  return  visit  to 
this  part  of  his  realm.  Surely  none 
will  doubt  that  this  is  a  royal 
year,  with  Edward  Windsor's 
sensational  exit,  and  a  coronation 
coming  off  soon,  with  much  ado 
about  George.  And  who  will  dare 
question  that  the  Mikado's  realm 
is  one  on  which  the  sun  never 
sets?    Then   let   us   say,    that  the 

(Continued    On    Page    Three) 


Coach  George  Forgues  greeted 
twenty-five  aspirants  for  his  1937 
baseball  team  last  week.  From 
this  number  it  is  hoped  that  the 
student  coach  will  be  able  to 
weld  together  a  unit  that  should 
give  a  good  account  of  itself. 
With  six  veterans  as  a  nucleus 
the  hopes  are  running  high  and 
the  success  of  the  season  will 
depend  on  how  well  the  pitchers 
can  stand  up  under  fire.  Thus 
far  it  has  been  quite  hard  to  get 
from  the  aspirants  anyone  that 
will  startle  the  pitching  world. 
The  work  of  Kal  Kansanniva  and 
the  conversion  of  Bill  Bauer  from 
a  third  baseman  to  a  pitcher's 
assignment  seem  to  be  Coach 
Forgues  objective. 

The  work  of  the  new  members, 

(Continued  On  Page  Three) 


SENIOR  G.  M.  WIN  MEN'S 

VOLLEYBALL  CROWN 


Wednesday,  March  31  saw  the 
end  of  the  volley  ball  inter- 
murals  with  the  Senior  Grammar 
Masters  again  victorious. 

The  championship  team  was 
composed  ;of  "Mahoney,  Kempain- 
en,  McDowell  Foye,  Carey,  Nor- 
ton,   and    Lavelle. 

The  Sophomore  grammar  mas- 
ters gave  the  seniors  a  bit  of  real 
competition  and  it  was  only  after 
a  two  out  of  three  series,  tin 
which  the  Sophs  captured  first 
blood  with  a  15  to  4  score,  that 
the  seniors  came  back  to  win, 
easily  capturing  the  next  two 
games    15 — 8   and    15 — 9. 

The  double  elimination  was 
used  this  year.  The  winner  of  the 
upper  bracket  playing  the  winner 

(Continued  On  Page  Three) 
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Associate  Editor  .  Andrew  Owens 

News  Editor    Paul  Haire 

Feature  Editor    ....    L.  Buttrick 
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Emille  Comeau 

Business  Manager   . . .   K.  Ladner 

Shop  Foreman  .   Clifford  Feindel 

WAKE  UP!     THINK! 


Do  you  long  to  rivet  attention 
with  barbed   words   of  criticism? 

Do  you  possess  a  deep-seated 
desire  to  convince  your  fellows 
of  the  errors  blatant  in  their  pre- 
sent all-too-smug  complacency? 
In  brief,  are  you,  too,  inclined 
to  say:    Students,   awake!   Think! 

Is  everything  as  you  would 
have   it?    Do   you   prefer   that 

the  girls  not  smoke  in  the  Day 
Girls'    Room, 

the  library   not   open   evenings 

and  Sunday  afternoons, 

the  grass  not  grow  on  the  front 

campus, 

the  junior  class  not  share  in 
the  preparation  of  the  Saxi- 
frage, 

the  student-coach  system  not 
be  improved, 

the  extra-curricula  problem 
not  be  analyzed? 

Well!  If  "no"  is  your  answer, 
stir  yourselves — get  busy.  A  col- 
umn is  at  your  service.  It  re- 
quires but  the  effort  of  a  moment 
(paper  and  pen),  and  your  griev- 
ance, if  honest,  will  be  publicly 
aired.  This  is  the  time  to  show 
your  colors,  to  prove  you've  "got 
something". 

Have  I  spoken  in  vain? 


JHE  ^SH  JRAY 


John  Lavelle 


Back  again  to  join  the  literate 
and  to  do  a  bit  of  literary  ledger  - 
demain  with  the  assembled  agglo- 
meration of  pithy  prate  and  prat- 
tle: 

HEARD  ABOUT  THE  CAM- 
PUS: The  first  speaker  was  ex- 
tolling the  merits  of  the  local 
luminary  and  after  heaping  praise 
upon  him,  summed  it  all  up  brief- 
ly with,  "And  you  know,  he's  a 
good  eggV  To  which  the  other 
replied  in  a  voice  dripping  with 
disdain,  "Yeah,  but  who  likes 
eggs?"  — 'Tis  said  that  that  cer- 
tain Junior  is  known  by  the  com- 
pany he  keeps — waiting — PER- 
SONAL OBSERVATION:  Time 
and  screaming  headlines  have 
convinced  this  writer  that  the 
only  thing  that  works  while  it 
strikes  is  a  clock— RESTROOM 
INVECTIVE:  "Why,  he's  so  mean 
they're  innoculating  typhoid 
germs  against  him." 

Our  conception  of  a  LIFE- 
SAVER'S  NIGHTMARE:  Godek 
and  that  "Harvard"  of  his— Then 
„-iere  s  the  story  of  the  elated 
mosquito  in  Hollywood  who  had 
just  passed  the  screen  test — 
SHORT  STORY:  Two  old  maids 
went  for  a  tramp — Rumor  has  it 
that  Mr.  Weston's  himage,  John, 
is  coming  along  so  fast  he's  using 
a  truck  tire  for  a  teething  ring — 
HEIGHT  OF  INDIFFERENCE: 
The  freshman  who  finds  a  black 
speck  in  his  pudding  and  doesn't 
care  whether  it's  a  fly  or  a  raisin 
— B  ANQUETIPS :  From  Mr. 
O'Donnell's  speech,  " — and  may 
I  stress  this  point.  If  you  go  out 
into  the  world  with  an  intense 
desire  to  win,  you  will  win." 
Evidently  Mr.  O'Donnell  has 
never  played  "Beano". 
KOP  TEW  IT,  the  culinary  sage, 
says:  "Talent  is  that  medium 
which  lies  between  genius  and 
mediocrity." 
INVITATION:  The  readers  of  this 


CARL    SANDBURG 

(Continued    From    Page   One) 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he 
left  Galesburg  to  travel  west, 
where  he  worked  in  the  Kansas 
wheatfields,  washed  dishes  in 
Kansas  City,  Omaha  and  Denver 
and  served  as  a  carpenter's  help- 
er. Finally,  he  returned  to  Gales- 
burg to  apprentice  himself  to  a 
house  painter. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Sixth  Illinois  Infantry  and  was 
sent  to  Porto  Rico  where  he  re- 
mained for  eight  months.  During 
his  service  he  met  a  youth  who 
persuaded  him  to  continue  his 
education  and  so  when  he  re- 
turned in  1898  he  attended  Lom- 
bard College  in  Galesburg. 

(Continued  next  week) 


STUDENT  OPINIONS 


Question: 

Should  the  women  be  allow- 
ed a  room  in  which  to  smoke? 

Women's   Opinion 

"I  don't  see  why  not.  They're 
going  to  smoke  anyway  so  why 
not  make  it  possible  for  them  to 
do  it   here   rather  than   outside." 

—E.  C. 

Yes — in  order  to  avoid  under- 
handedness."  — E.    F. 

Men's   Opinion 

"Yes — they  have  one  at  New 
Britain."  —R.  C. 

"No — because  they  are  entering 
a  profession  in  which  they  deal 
mostly  with  youngsters  of  the 
primary  grades."        — G.  L.  K. 

column  are  cordially  invited  to  a 
house-warming  party  to  be  held 
in  Everett  McDonald's  trailer  on 
May  10th  at  a  half  after  three — 
Martha  Godek  will  pour — Spring? 
and  a  young  man's  fancy  turns 
to — wondering  if  Frank  Hough- 
ton still  remembers  "Trees" — 
And  now,  after  having  taken 
your  patience  and  our  medulla 
oblongata  we  lapse  into  Japanese 
and  says:  "Sayonava" — 'til  we 
meet  again. 
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J.  H.  GOLF  CAGES 

ARE  NEGLECTED 


As  yet  no  one  has  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  two  new  golf  cages 
thich    now    stand    completed    in 
hat  was  formerly  the  old  print 
sliop  in  the  Junior  High  School. 
The    cages    are    constructed    of 
■vire  fencing  at  either  end  of  the 
Boom  with  a  back-drop  of  heavy 
carpet    which    prevents    the    ball 
from  bouncing,  thereby  eliminat- 
ing   the    possibility    of    accidents. 
I  J   Mr.    Healy    has    collected    and 
aonated    fifty    golf    balls    which 
with    other    equipment,    will    be 
JPkept  in  a  wooden  chest  in  the  old 
I  print   shop.    Golf   clubs   must   be 
provided   by   the   players. 

The   golf   cages   were   paid   for 
■by  the  M.   S.  A.,   W.   A.   A.   and 
Hhe  faculty,  all  of  whom  are  eli- 
gible to  use  them. 


■DON  LYTLE   LECTURES 
(Continued   From   Page  One) 

ture.  He  reiterated  his  belief,  ex- 

I Dressed    in    The    Hickory    Stick, 
;hat    Robinson    was    and    is    the 
'superior  poet"  of  our  age. 
At   the    conclusion    of    his    re- 
Larks,    Mr.    Lytle   was   urged   to 
:ead  from  his  own  writings.  He 
lid  so,  choosing  E.  A.  R.,  The  Door 
of  Silence,  and  That  is  War —  all 
^hree  of  which  illustrate  his  own 
^philosophy     of     poetic     reticence, 
•he  members  of  the  Society  were 
hearty  in  voicing  their  apprecia- 
tion of  Mr.  Lytle's  second  appear - 
■mce  before  the  group. 

24  GIRLS  TO  ATTEND 
■  DANCE  PROGRAM 

Miss  Bolger,  Miss  Staford,  the 

I  Senior   Dance   Group   and   a  few 
nterested   Juniors   will   attend    a 
ecture-recital  of  Modern  Dance 
Tuesday   evening,   April   13th,   in 
^Boston.     This     distinctive     dance 
ftrogram    will    be    presented    by 
Hhe  New  Dance — Doris  Humphrey 
and     Charles     Weidman     of     the 

few  York  City   and   Bennington 
chool  of  the  Dance. 


Oscar   AtF.T.C. 


PEARL  DUNCAN  WINS 

CARTOON  CONTEST 


Pearl  Duncan  of  the  senior  class 
.von  the  two  dollar  award  in  the 
?artoon  contest  conducted  by  The 
Stick  with  a  sketch  "Motivation", 
which  appears  above. 

This  sketch  is  one  of  a  clever 
character  series  entitled  "Oscar 
at  F.  T.  C."  which  Miss  Duncan 
submitted.  Because  of  delay  in 
getting  the  cut  from  the  engra- 
vers, the  cartoon  could  not  be 
printed  last  Friday,  as  had  been 
previously  announced. 


MEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

(Continued    From    Page   One) 

of   the  lower   bracket. 

With  the  closing  of  volley  ball, 
the  classes  await  anxiously  inter- 
mural  baseball,  and  following 
that,  tennis. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the 
M.  A.  A.  banquet  at  which  all 
varsity  team  men  will  be  guests. 
Also  it  is  hoped  that  a  men's 
athletic  meet  will  be  held  the 
same  day  as  the  banquet. 


THE  MIKADO 

(Continued   From   Page   One.) 

regal  humor  and  wit  of  Gilbert's 
lines  are  more  noble  than  any 
crqwried  vhead  ojl-  t^ft  J|ouse  of 
Windsor  (and;  ^a^^e^X„;has  yet 
shown  to  a  waiting  IvorHv  Gilbert 
penned  his  puns  some  60  years 
ago.  Who  in  1997  will  even  re- 
member that  George  was  VI? 

My  200  words  would  scarce 
suffice  to  name  all  who  gave  tal- 
ent and  toil  to  this  magnificent 
enterprise.  An  humble  member 
of  the  lazy  sex,  I  know  why  so 
many  school  teachers  are  women. 
For  consolation  )I  cling  to  the 
shaky  doctrine  that  no  school- 
master could  possibly  be  as  lazy 
as  the  average  man. 

I  am  coming  to  think  that  a  true 
project  is  much  like  a  symphony. 
Both  words  are  easy  to  spell;  and 
spellbinders  roll  them  lusciously 
off  the  tongue,  but  neither  is 
widely  understood.  In  the  true 
project,  as  in  the  symphony, 
something  is  brought  to  life,  the 
miracle  of  creation  is  performed 
before  our  eyes,  and  our  spirits 
draw  a  full  breath  of  the  ether- 
eal. 

In  this,  the  finest  project  that 
I  have  seen,  our  quickened  spirits 
soared.  It  was  Art,  it  was  Beauty, 
it  was  Alive — and  lest  we  forget 
— it  was  the  reward  of  great 
TEACHING.  — H.  F.  P. 


BASEBALL   PROSPECTS 

(Continued    From    Page   One) 

especially  the  Frosh,  has  created 
much  interest  and  those  of  last 
yearns  steams*  who:  vkekb  down  a 
regular  position  will  have  to  work 
hard  to  retain  their  jobs.  As  yet 
the  squad  has  not  undergone  a 
cut  for  they  have  not  had  any 
batting  practice,  but  it  is  expected 
that  batting  practice  will  be  in 
order  as  soon  as  the  condition  of 
the  field  warrants. 

Much  work  will  have  to  be 
done  before  the  team  is  in  per- 
fect shape.  Hard  work  will  be 
put  in  before  the  opening  game 
with  New  Britain  Teachers  Col- 
lege on  April  28.  This  will  be  the 
first  home  game  of  the  year. 
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f*  AM  PUS 

^HATTER 

Denny 

PENALTY 
Thus  often  in  the  course 

Of  life's  few  fleeting  years, 
A  single  pleasure  costs 

The  soul  a  thousand  years. 


Ethel  Critchley!  Who  is  your 
Holy  Cross  boy  friend? 

No,  Henry  L.,  there  is  no  tea- 
chers ccnvention  on  April   19. 

Wouldn't  Haire  look  quite  nat- 
ural in  a  reversed   white  collar? 

Several  of  our  students  were 
burned  by  chain  letters,  now  they 
are  burning  them. 

Waited  in  line  for  my  mail  and 
found  only  a  slip  marked  April 
Fool. 

Came  home  after  the  Mikado 
and  slipped  into  my  bathrobe  and 
slippers  ready  to  study.  Bit  into  a 
nice  piece  of  apple  pie  only  to 
discover  that  somebody  (?)  had 
filled  it  with  shaving  cream.  Fus- 
sed and  foamed  for  awhile  but 
got  a  thorough  cleaning  out.  Did- 
not  have  time  to  play  the  tricks  I 
had  intended  to.  Wanted  to  cut 
the  seat  out  of  all  the  pants  in 
the  dorm.  Oh  well,  another  year 
will  soon  be  here. 

After  a  thorough  investigation 
I  find  that  I  do  not  come  under 
the'  marking  of  Miss  Eldridge 
in  the  next  four  years,  so  would 
like  to  say  that  I  thought  she 
had  on  a  very  charming  dress  at 
the  Mikado.  What  a  performance! 
She  earned  the  roses  she  received. 

After  all  your  hard  work, 
Ernest  Savoy,  they  forgot  to  put 
your  name  on  the  programs. 
Never  mind  Mr.  Eusiness  Man- 
ager, it  was  a  huge  success  in 
every  way.  Here's  roses  to  the 
orchestra.     Mitchell!     your     pro- 
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i  r;  nns    were    very    unique    and 
well  designed. 


Prof.  "Have  you  ever  read  'To 
a  louse'?" 

Student.  "No,  how  do  you  get 
them  to  listen?" 


Dictionary    Exercise 


Cannibal — a  heathen  who  ne- 
ver works,  but  lives  off  of  other 
people.  __ 

An  isthmus — a  neck  of 'dirt  that 
water  never  touches. 

Sex — three  and  three. 


Paging — Miss  Worthington 


The  meals  served  Sunday  were 
the  best  yet.  (Makes  me  feel  sorry 
for  the  commuters  with  their 
cold   sandwiches.) 


Benny  Hears: 

That  Mary  Shea  talks  in  her 
sleep. 

That  L.  Wood  signs  her  assem- 
bly  slips   Sophomore   P.   A. 

That  Matty  sits  quite  close  to 
Lousia    in    assembly. 

That  L.   Colson  told   his   latest 


City  Steam  Laundry,  Inc. 

170  North  Street 


Tel.  1166 


Fitchburg,   Mass. 


Everything   in    Sporting   Goods 

MAKE   THIS   YOUR 
HEADQUARTERS 

Iver  cfohnson  Sporting  floods  Go. 
Tel.  727  510  Main  St.,  Fitchburg 


girl  friend  that  he  didn't  care 
any   longer  for  children. 

That  Steve  Leszuk  did  a  fine 
job  as  stage  and  property  mana- 
ger, and  "took  it"  plenty,  with  a 
smile. 

That  he  has  been  heard  mut- 
tering something  about  "'Pina- 
fore'  next  year". 

That  the  whole  c?st  is  anxiously 
awaiting  the  return  of  Dominic 
Baccaro's  colored  movies  of  "The 
Mikado". 

That  the  orchestra  won't  con- 
descend to  anything  less  than 
Beethoven's  Fifth. 

That  if  a  guy  could  grow  to 
compare  with  his  opinion  of  him- 
self, he  would  be  something. 


A    SHORT    STORY. 

Oh  Bill,  let's  don't  park  here. 

Oh  Bill  let's  don't  park 

Oh  Bill  let's  don't 

Oh   Bill  let's 

Oh  Bill 

Oh 

We  would  appreciate  it  if  the 
person  who  borrowed  the  diction- 
ary belonging  to  The  Stick  from 
the  printshop  would  return  it. 

A.   O.   and  P.   H. 


STAR  CLEANING  CO. 

High  Grade  Cleaners  and  Dyers 

992  Main  Street  Tel.  2723    \ 

FitchhuT  g,  Mass. 

We  Call  tor  erd  Deliver  Free 
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ationat  ji  Hosiery 

We  feature  - 

Vanity  Fair  Hosiery 

1  he  crepe  stocking  that  wears  longer 
381  Main  St.  Fitchburg,  Mass 


